o) Stylidium graminifolium |

“oor (Grass Trigger-plant) .
77 by Anita Barley:| 7

“.. : See p. 12 for information.
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. vival than that of the patch of bush in the back -

paddock. If those concerned with the preserva-
-/ evidence of the benefitsto farm productivity Itis
. some kind of positive impact upon the vast. tracts’ .
_fo Australian farmland then it is essential to gain S

- Hovv ya gonna keep em down on the i‘arm"'-’

| By Greg Stone*

A brief survey of the present day Australian rural
- landscape may well lead one to conclude that" -

. agriculture is not synonymous with the preserva—
_ tion of indigenocus flora and fauna. If such'a’

- conclusion is correct, then the additional fact

* that around two-thirds of the total land area of

- Australia is given over to farming and’ grazing

 would suggest that a shift in rural thinking and o

practice is vital to the survival of many indige- '
~nous flora and fauna species ' o

' Paradoxically we 11ve in a time when the Austra-

lian farmer. is experiencing a: decline.in popula— SRS

tion. The Wee}dy ’I‘irnes of 4 July reported that

..since the mid-1960's the number of farmers

_ has fallen 10,000 - or 400 per year. Last year the =

- movement escalated to more than 2000 "

" A rural cash crisis is considered to be responsible ; |
. for this record number of farmers being forced to: i

“walk off the land, and many who remain face i
‘continuing economic and social hardships The

‘majority of rural landholders are understandably-'

more concerned with their own immediate su

tion of indigenous flora and fauna wish to. make

“an appreciation of the social and economic as’ -

‘well as the biological environment within which:

“ the work is to be done. Bank overdrafts, falling

- wheat/wool/beef prices or unseasonal weather -
- will usually take a higher profile than the con-

cepts of genetic diversity, ecological balance and.

- the preservation of local p]ant and anirnai popu~
_ lations : . Coai :

‘As is any businessperson with an airn to remain
‘in business, the farmer is interested in productiv-
ity and profit'and it is to this principle that the
‘cause of indigenous flora and fauna may be

addressed. "An area of remnant vegetation may

not be fenced off to encourage regeneration, for -
example, if the cost of fencing is seen purely as a

financial outlay for no productive return.. How-

ever, if the exercise can be shown to be makinga - -

contribution to improving farm productivity, then: must be ‘yes'.

-+ guit local soils and climatic conditions and the
" benefits in terms of likely success, lower water
and fertilizer requirements and so on are equally

the ‘bit of scrub’ may be viewed in'a better light.
In short, we must be able to demonstrate to the
. rural landholder the economic advantages of

‘Rurn! Revegetation Consultant.
Moss Vale, NSW.

conserving and encouraging indigenous flora and :
fauna on his or her property : :

__Many of the general advantages of using indige~ :

nous pIant species have been lsted in Tony -
Faithfull‘s article “Will any tree do?” (Indigenotes
Vol. 3 no. 5). This article addresses the concerns _
about the species being planted in urban areas -
during Arbour Week or similar events, which are -

‘usually Government-funded programmes where |

planting takes place on public land. It is of -
course a different matter for the farmer who
finances a project from his own pocket and must

~ perhaps be prepared to give up some of his in-
: come- earning land: As the rural sector faces a

possible recession, arguments for the preserva- '
tion of Indigenous flora and fauna will need to be

5 economically and ecologically sound

'The value of trees on farms have been well '

proven and publicised through. both specially

T constructed trials'and the down—to earth experi-

: ences of enlightened farmers. - There is presently
.. ‘available a wide selection of pubiications which
;;expound the virtues of trees and shrubs for the
: provision: of shade; shelter, erosion control,

wildlife habitat and so on along with documented

therefore not necessary to reproduce such infor-
mation here, however, it should be said that a
farmer ought to be first convinced of the general

- benefits of ‘trees on farms’ before the more spe-
 ¢ific concept of indigenous plants be raised.

" The same criteria applied by a fanner to the

selection of a new crop or: pasture may be used to
put indigenous species in a favourable light
Factors to be considered by the farmer may
include: - : i . ;

1. Is the crop suitable for local sml types?

2. Is the crop suitable for the local clunatic condi
tions? . .

. 3. Is the (':rop resistanf. to loca.l pests and' diséases?

4. Is the crop likely to mcrease fnrm productivxty?

If indigenous plant species are examined by the
-'sarne criteria; then the answer to each ‘queéstion

It is fairly obvious. that Iocal plants

B obvious but nevertheless Worth rerterating

_Pag_ez_:_"“-' -

Indigenous Flora and FaunaASSchation |




Lower establishment costs and mamtenance
requiremerits than those needed for irnported
plant species is good news for the landholder _
short of time and money o

A healthy community of indigneous plants pro- '_

vides its own natural resistance to local pests. '
and diseases as relationships between flora and

fauna maintain an ecological. balance OF course

much of the remnant vegetation existing in rural
areas appears: to be far from healthy, and many.:-
rural:landholders might have second thoughts

about the aesthetic valué or lorig term survival of

local:species: This is understandable; but it

of the indigenous plant community is the Tesult -

of poor management and that a similar fate would :

befall any crop or animal suffering simﬂar mal-
treattnent

An advantage of this natural pest and disease
control is that it is obviously inexpenswe when
compared with the commonly used fungicides
drenches and so on that are essential elsewhere -

" on the farm. Certainly indigenous plants may be

| vulnerable’ in the early stages of establishment -
- after. replanting or regeneration especially in
- extensively cleared or degraded areas, but the

long term benefits will far outweigh the costs of -
~early. management and protection Most farmers

.would be aware of the potential problems. of ; a-
. ‘mono-culture’ ‘where; for. example, a disease: or

genetically identica_l plant and so on Hight -

through a crop.. Such'a problem can even occur :

- when a single species of native tree is used'asa

windbreak. A natural collection ‘of indigenous :-

trees, shrubs (and ideally grasses and -

' groundcovers} ‘however provide stifficient’ genetic R

diversity to avoid decimation- by a single pest’or

. Ceriainly there has: been a1 ecent trend towards

the use of native trees on farms across Australia, .
but too often the choice of species has been .~ | -

prompted by the attractive ‘appearance of a plant
seen either: photographed or growing sometimes-
hundreds of kilometres from the intended plant-

ing site. The ‘major. problem with this method of : . |

species selection is that the eventual height,

form;, growth rate tolerance of climatic extremes ' -

and insect: attack are ‘unknown factors at the -

time of planting and the unsuitability of a. species- .

may not become’ appare_nt until some years have -

passed ‘No farmer worth his salt would invest in

' an agricultural activity with such uncertain _
. ., Teturns, yet this approach has often been used
- for tree planting projects. A common topic of

conversation among farmers concerns who has
used what techniques successfully. which breeds
of stock are 'doing well on'certain pasture. whose .

'crop is looking promising and so on. New enter- .

‘prises.are often introduced onto a property fol- .

- lowing a farmer's observation of what has proved :

- successful elsewhere in the local district and if-

" this same method was used to ascertain the most

“suitable trees-and plants then the indigenous

- flora would usnally be the obvious choice. ' Look-

should be pointed out that the present: condition e

' 'vegetation the mature’ height, form and'so on of -

“plants can easily be seen.: The fact that these -
plants have survived through years of fire, ©

7 droughts and floods make them an eeonomica]ly

7 sound choice to piant on the farm

ing along roadsides ‘arid similar areas of remnant

o The above arguments in favour of the use of
) indigenous flora are based on economic comrnon'
" serise - something that many rural dwellers . y
- believe 1s lacking in much of the conservation.
" movement. If such a case is not. put to the rural
.. sector along with respect for the social, economic
- and biological environment in which the farmer
‘o lives, then we may be a few steps further along
“the road to’ agricultural productivity and the -
'."-preservation of Australia s flora and fauna '

| LIGHTWOOD.
pest: can rapidly spread from one piant to another'

Acama lmplc’/;ca e/

" from Andrew Paget
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| Weed of the Month

By Rdger Jone'rs*

Poa annua wou]d be familiar to

anyone, even though they might o

not. know its name, It is'a com-
mon plant of lawns, paths

roadsides, disturbed and culti-

vated areas. Farmniliarity with "
this grass begins during child*
hood, when we are all so much

closer to the ground. When it is

a component of lawns, it is'a

areas that beauitiful jewel-like -

yellowvgrcen colour during win— :

ter and spring. Poa annua s’
associated in'my mind with

sunshine, damp éarth and foot-

balls: It is also associated with:

the regeneration: of indigenous
some form of disturbance and
mental weed

Poa annua is a pantemperate;

grass, originally from Europe . .
and Asia, which has now be-. -
'The plant

. comne cosmopolitan It iscer- . -
tainiy one of the world's most

common plants as it is in Aus-
tralia, occurring in all regions .

except the Northern Territory.
" Australia has 42 speciés of Poa
7 of them introduced (1983). -

pratensis (Kentucky Blue- =
‘grass). The native species of the
genuis are most noted for the:
Tussock Grasses which: form
widespread communities’ in :
theirownright e L

P. annua is an annual grass as

the name suggests, growing'to a

height of 30 cm. The leaves are .
flat, though folded when young

and generally smooth. The tips .

of the leaves are keel—shaped
an important diagnostic feature

as will be seen later. The ] pan- L

icles (ﬂower heads) resemble
those of the larger Tussock
Grasses, but are much smal]er
~ 1-15 cm in length. The =~
branches of the panicle are '

+90 Bayswnter Rd Kensingten Vie

. 'P annia was probably one of

. This grass is a prolific seeder
‘producing large amounts of -

¥ nnal

loose and oceur singly or in
pairs, The panicle itself is trian- .
. gular to ovate. The spikelets,
‘usually several at the end'of
-~ each branch hold 3 10 florets -
-'each '

the first introdactions of exotic

© - plants to Australia, as seed was -
bernevolent grass; giving: grassed_ '

brought in deliberately: bya
numbet of people as well as

it is-able to produce large

o arnounts of viable seed in the'
as such'is definitely an environ»
. . P annua needs is moisture to:

harshest of circumstances. All

germinate, and only one or two'

thrive along pathways and in

" the smallest of cracks in paved |
: areas R

seed about 6 to 12 weeks from

- germination, depending on .

conditions. P. annua drops fer~ .
tile seed while it is still green

_and if the plant is placed under
" stress can flower and produce:
. seed in:d very short time. This =
also means that several genera- -

tions can be produced succes-

“ stvely. The amount and size of -

the seed assures that it is .
spread widely, either water- -

" borne or by mechanical means; .-
The seed is viable as soil stored_- .
__ secd for at least a few years,

'ﬂower at any time'-_' _
“of the year, ‘but the main flower-
“'ing period is during late winter -
and’ spring.. It is inhibited by the
" heat of summer, but will thrive o
‘at any time if conditions are
. “'“cool and ‘moist. P, annua can:’
- The other introduced Poa in Vie-
toria which is widespread is Poa

which means that it is some-
thing of a rabbit popping up in

" large numbers if the conditions
are right P :

Poa annua is not a problern be- '

" cause of its vegetative proper-
~ ties: It'is small, and tends not to
' take over large areas unless

they are bare of other plants..

- However, it i5'a problem in ar-:
-~ 'eas where native grassess and

through:a variety of accidental Ll
. “means: Its wide use as alawn
'and pasture grass meant thatit.
spread quickly and widely. The -
. grass-has the ability to adapt to

- a wide range of conditions and--
flora'and most areas subject to ..

herbs are sown or where distur-

" bance has occurred; being able
-to'recolonise faster.tharn native.

species. Because ofits ability to

. produce seed so. quickly, and -

also the amount of soil stored
seed that tends to occur in suit-
able areas, it is not worth treat— :
ing the grass with herbicides.

| .The weakness of Poa annua is .
. - that it does not take cornpeti-
. “additions of moisture during the k
o first few weeks of growth

tion very well. This means that

it is susceptible to mulching

Any mu is _ _table ‘Straw,
leaves, mulches stmilar to Eu--
camulch, opaque’ plastics and
weedmat will all work well: If
people are interested in’ convert-

" ing standard exotic ‘gardens to-

nd ‘native grassland and herb'areas
also grow in a wide variety of -

" solls and competes very well if . -
soil is compacted, allowing it to -

solarise the area ﬁrst ‘This en-
tails covering the area to be -

:sown by plastic during the

warmer months. Air tempera-

- tures of over:30 C will produce
- -much: higher temperatures un-.
.- der the plastic; thus sterilising- '
;. the upper centimetre of soil.” . -
. _This will inhibit the growth of
“all ‘exotic ‘annuals, which tend.
" to be very competitive with the-

native plants in their early

_stages of growth

: Sorne weeding Will be nc- L

cesssary, and P. annua will have
to be weeded' while itis stﬂl

-‘small if the native grasses are to
' be given'a chance. The keel-
- shaped leaf tip is very diagnos-
' tic at this stage. Some of the -

" mative grasses can be identified

in the seedling__stage_by_small :

_ hairs around the ligule: the .. .-

3031 Phone (03) 372 1582,
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Review:

The Mornington Pemnsula —A f’eid :

:' o gurde to the ﬂow’a, faund and walkmg -
tracks. By Ilma Dunn. Carolme Graley and

sheath at the base of a leaf o
where a new leaf emerges, but

some cannot. The leaf tip of P.
annua will distinguish this from
other seedlings as well as'a
crimping in the leaf which is -
quite common.: It is also at-
tacked by rust whereas most
* native species are not.- Selec-.
tive weeding will. allow the na- -
tive seedlings to survive.. Once
established, any’ vegetation
tends to inhibit the growth of P
- annua which will diminish i
importance

Poa annua is not worth dealing

with in natural bushland be-

cause there are always more:
threatening weeds. However
anybody wishing to establish -
the smaller indigenous flora in -

the home environment will have .

trouble with this plant and
other annuals. 1 recornmend

solarising initially, because this

will save much weeding later:
on. Subsequent direct seeding
and muiching with the stalks
and seed heads of native = o
grasses (if they are obtainable .

without diminishing another i
site in the process), Will save .
much time and eﬁ’ort :

__Poa anpua (from Hubbard 1854)

b 'I‘he photographs throughout

"} are beautiful and cxystal—clear
. Even close up shots of orchids
- are perfect Captions are con-

Stefame Renmck

'Fr_o_m Shirley Diez*

This book is a small 70 page '

‘backpack-sized guide, costing -
| $14.95, and available from = . "
Southern Peninsula Tree Pres- .-
‘ervation Soclety (P.O. box 422,
Dromana 3936) and locaI book— L
jshops i '

from the’ non—professional point”

_of view. A grey bar appears at’

| the edge of the page, ‘Toting the
. particular vegetation type,

| which could have been colour-

| coded. There s however, an

- | easy to follow contents page

whict distinguishes the sec-: -

_ ':ftions quite clearly. The intro- <

|- duction to each of these sec-

' ':tions includes a broad photo of

“the vegetation — agreat way of .-

“helping the reader.to under- -

|- stanid what a "Sheltered Gully”

| oran "Open Forest" actually - .

| feels like, Text book descrip-

.} tlons are ailverywe]l but how
- |-do you know when you are:

; 'actually there? The types of

| 'sheltered bullies vary all over

- the state.. Having that sort of .

“all encompassing” photograph'

1 is very reassuring

cise and informative, oiten

Shrubs and wildﬂowers have

.| been presented in such a way.
_as to show most characters nec- -
.| essary for easy field identifica-- oy

tion. . Included are also some - -

*Department of Botany, Latrobe -
University, Bundoora Vic 3070,

their pollinators'.:. There are . -

‘some great close-ups of the"
... flowers of grasses, but unfortu- :

nately no descriptions of leaves,

texture etc have been included.

e Many colour plates depict the '
S ' 7. smaller fauna; butterflies,

; The book is conveniently di— o

‘vided into vegetation types, . .

listing the plants and animals to

be expected in each area. This .

‘really simplifies identification:

lizards and birds are dispersed _

“throughout, making a nice .
change from Justa whole bunch

of plants. We are reminded that

" the place is alive with move-
‘ment, and may be tempted to

" search more carefully amongst

* the thick undergrowth, or'stop a

*while and listen. ' Also adding

interest and a personal touch,
are line drawings often picking

S up ‘on detaﬂs diﬂ‘icult to capture :

‘on filrn

A section at the back of t_he

| _booklet covers weeds. . Sadly,
. only two photographs appear —
- Boneseed (everybody's favour-

ite), and Bluebell Creeper,
although a st of other problem
weds is provided.: ‘Aclear,
readable index of botanical and

"+ cornmon names of all'species is
_]ocated at the back.  Also pro-
vided is a fairly comprehensive
- section on walks — a map and-
. other vital information includ-

ing local walking clubs, the

L bushwalkers ritinimal impact

: ..-.:_'code and ]ocal accornodation

o I wou]d recommend this field

-~ guide to. anyone who knews the

e Peninsula area and would like

.| including flowering times which L
| are very useful in the field.:

to 1eam more of the flora and

... fauna; or to those who would
- f like to be persuaded to visit the
" area: It's a lovely book with.
great photography. it's easy to
. follow, obviously well re-
: : _searched and comprehensive :
| photographs of wildflowers with :

Indigenotes Volume 3, Number 8, August 1990
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Commg Events

AUGUST e

23 Thurs 5. 15pm Biology of the Koa.la by Kath
Handasyde, Research Biologlst, Melb. Uni..
Healesville 1990 lecture prog. (059) 62 4023,

25 ‘sat 1. 30 pm. Moorooduc Quarry Reserve project '
_day. plenic’ reserve.” Mount Eliza Association for
' Environmental Care. Melways map 106, ref A7,
“meet at ’I\:vo Bays Road Contact Anne Read (03]
787 2034000

25 Sat. Walk Tulk & Ga.wk at Jawbone Flora and ;'

Fauna Reserve Easy, half day Jane Calder (059] 'f = RN
B © 2 sun lpm. F.O. Langwarrin Flora and Fauna

652372,

25 Sat. Museum workday of Marine Research
Group of Victoria. For further details contact:
Clarrie Handreck (03] 758" 1873 [BH)

25 Sat 2pm Friends of Sherbrooke Forest project
- afternoon, Micawber Park,’ ivy. asparagus etc
David Wilson (03) 874 4969

25:26 Sat-Sun. ‘Campout - Water Rat study. Board of

8627.

26 Sun IOa.m—Ipm Nunawading Indigenous Plnnts .

Project - workshop Nunawading Council Horti-

cultuiral Centre, 82 Jolimont Rd., Forest Hill Les o _
- .3 Mon’ 7.30pm. F. O. Helmeted Honeyeater AGM
' 26 Sun 10 am Mount Eliza Asaociation for Envi- o

Smith (03] 874 2641
- ronmental Care project day. See 25 Aug,

" Sorrento. Stuart Sherrln (059] 84 1953..

' 26 Sun 10am. ‘F. o. Warrandyte S.P. clean up and

' maintenance at Black Flat. Followed by BBQ and -

“concert in the Skip Moyle Hut Jan or Margaret
Burke (03} 844 1060 S

26 Sun 10am- 4pm Ln’l"robe University Wildlee
Reserves Support Group actjvity day George -'
Paras (03) 479 2871 =

27 Mon 7. 45pm Marine Research Group meeting SR _ ;
' 9 'Sun'10am-lpm. Planting at Merri Park, Sumner

Theaterette of the Museum of Victoria Clarrie
Handreck [03) 870 3647 (AH).-

27 Mon. Yarra Veiley Tree Group ﬁeld day Hain- g

42 1277

29 Wed 9 pm. Natura! Hrstory Network pool night o
“Talk by David Cameron on rainforests, Spa; sauna
* and pool available. Dress- optional no glass. $8.00
and $7.00° concession For info contact [03) 347
17918

- 30 Thurs IOam F o. _Werrandyte S.P. propagation -

grow, plant or regenerate bush. All age groups.
Every Thursday Margaret Burke (03] 844 1060

- SEP’E‘EMBER

Sat. F. O. Gellibrand Hill Park activity day. Ker-
ryn Pratchett (03) 306 8180~

‘1 Sat. F.O. French Island State Park a_ctivlty day

_Contact Des Quinn (03) 791 23 15

1 sat September whale watch cmise The Austra--

- . lian Whale Conservation Society. is pIannlng a field:
... trip to Hervey Bay. The number and activity of
o humpbacks is expected to be their peak at this -
" timie of year. For further details contact. AWCS
“PO Box 238 North Quay, Qld.. 4002.. :

Reserve activity day. Meet at the McLelland Drive.
car park, Melways map 103, ref C10. Contact
Leon Costermans (03} 783:5015. el

2 Sun Soclety for Growing Australian Plants Wnr- '
o nambgol, flower show. Warmambool CAE Ms™ .
'Christine Sulltvan {055) 62 9568 ' 5

2. Sun.. Special two’ day Walk Talk & Gawk There :
Works farm. Werribbee Jullan Gruso\rln (03] 543 o

.15 so much of interest in the Brisbane Ranges that
. the VNPA have organised their first éver two day

' WT&G Bookings will only be accepted for both

. days 2 & 9 Sept. Limit of 25 Geoff Durharn

: '{03) 523 5559 L

Montrose Town Hall, Mt. Dandenong ‘Tourlst Rcl
o Mrs P. Moore (059) 64 4494, s

26 Sun 2 pm. F. Q. Victoria's Lst Settlement site - 5 Wed9 pm. NHN. Talk by David Tatnall w:.th

~ alldes. For details, see 29 Aug,. Talks will also-be '
' gtven on 12 & 19 Sept topics’ to be armounced

_8_" " Sat, Leadbeatere Possum watch. Fauna Survey
v Group of FNCV. Alex Kutt (03) 347 0012. '

Ligl L 30pm Weeding in N. Warrandyte See P 11
'8 sat9.30am; F.O. Wernbbee Gorge and The

Long Forest Mallee. Project day - Islington: clean
and re-barricade car. park area, track work. Judy
‘Douiglas (053) 67 2672.

Ave, Northcote. Merri Creek Management Commit—

U tee, Tony: Faithfull (03) 484 7687.

ing Farm. Peter Davies or Anne Marie Termi (054) r g “Sun 2pm. F.O. the Poj,nt (Pt. Nepean) project

aftérnoon. Weed eradication, planting and fortifica- _. .
tlons study. Meet at the Orlentation Centre tnstde .

1 Park! Stuart Sherrin [059) 84 1953.
|9 “Sur 10am. vaeriand Conservation Society of

Heidelberg - pIantIng at Yarra Flats, Ivanhoe.
Melways map 32, ref All John Merory (03]
4909 6737 SRR

"9 "sun 1.30- a, 30pm Planting. Darebin Ck -

Reservoir. Melways 19 E10. Enter from Blalte .St
Tree Project (03) 650 947 : .

9 _. Stn 9.30am. F.O. Sher ooke Forest Mapping
" day. Meet at " the depot, bring lunch. Learn how to R

Survey. Meet at the beginning of Foden Track on
Grantulla Rd. (Mel 124 C8). Br!ng compass, pencil
& clipboard.: Discover the presence of "good" and

. "bad" vegetation in'some of the lesser known parts
o .of the forest David Wilson [03} 874 4969

Page 6 .
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12 Wed 9. 30am F.0. Sherbrooke Forest project
" morning. Ivy and some asparagus. Meet at -
entrance gate on Belgrave-Ferny Ck. Rd. (Mel 75 -
"E5). David Wllson (03] 874 4969

12 Wed Spm Acacias - SGAP Central Highlands
meeting.’ Jeff Morrison room, Ballarat Community
* Education Centre, ‘Hopetoun St, Ballarat Mrs
Paddy Marshall (053] 39 2687. '

13 Thurs Spm Botany Group meet_ing of t_he FNCV

Victoria's rmnforest by David Cameron. - ‘National - -

Herbarium Hall, Birdwood Ave. Contact Margaret
Potter (03] 29 2779 . : . :

13 Thurs Bpm Austrahan Eplphytlc Orchids by

Rick Wootton Melbourne SGAP meeting VI—IS Hall S
32 Victoria St Melb Enid Eowman (03] 882 5297 e

15 Sat 9.30am. F. 0. Orgen Plpes activity day th - '29 30 Sat-Sun. - Grampmns and Pomonal Native i

;. at the workshop Robert Bender (03) 49 2413

16" Sun 10am-12 nooii. Brunswick Tree Group activ-— :
ity day. - Meet at Moonee Ponds. Ck at end'of Unlon

St Melways 29 BS. Eric Ward (03] 387 9490.

Hist. Program. With field trip on 20 October -
“Sheryl Richards (03) 51 1493 » :

- With i‘ield trlp on 22 Sept see 18 Sept.* - .
19 Wed Bpm ‘Victorian National Parks Associatlon

 AGM.  Guest speaker: Dr Don Axelrad, Manager of i
ocrossn

.6 Sat.10am: Planting Cootamuridra Wall, Hun—

~ the Marine Ecology section in DCE will speak on -
Marine Conservatmn Issuee "VNPA (03) 650
82986. Co

20 Thurs 7. 30pm The Fem Society of Victoria
Herbaﬂum Botanic Gardens Birdwaod Ave Sth
Yarra. : : :

23 Sat 2pm F. 0. Sherbrooke Foreot project.
afternoon at Coles Ridge. Meet at the gate at
" south ‘end of Grants Picnic Ground (Mel 75 K4
" David Wﬂson [03] 874 4969

22 Sat 10am; Planting and weeding at Atbour Re- __
‘serve, ascot Vale; Melways map 29 A9.’ Enter from B

Brisbane St Trec Project (03) 650 9477'“

22-23 Sat-Sun. ANGAIR Wildflower Show. Annual '_ -
A large range of actiurties sw:h as bushwalks and

' _' ‘eveént held by ANGAIR (Anglesea and Aireys Inlet

Society for the ?rotection of Flora and Fauna) Ms

. M White (052) 63° 1975 . G
23 Sun 10am—1me Nunawading IPP See 26_Aug

23 28 Sun- “Fri; Our Common Future Pathway':for
Envn‘onmental Education An intemational

_conferencé organised by the Australian Assoc[ation'

for Environmeéntal Education The central ‘therme

Common Future" and will cover a range of issues

- 'designed to meet the'needs of primary, secondary,
tertiary and’ community organisations Venue:
Adelaide’ University Contact Brian Foreman. e
Ph: (08} 339 3237 :

24 Mon 7. 30pm Victorian Indigenous Nurseries -
Cooperative AGM. Seep 8.

24-8 Oct Australian Soe:ety for Growing Australian

_ Plante Conference in Perth. 24-27 Sept, pre- ~
" conference tour. 28 Sept, Blennial GM. 30 Sept-4 .
Oct, Conference. 5-8 Oct, tour of south of Perth.

' PO Box 64 Nediands WA 6009 {09) 383 1254

27 28 ’Il'mrs F‘ri Humpback Whale Conference. AR
. Queensland Museum. For further details. contact
~Dr; Robert Paterson, Convenor, Qld museur. PO
"Box 300 Sth Brlsbane, Qld 4101. . ST

27-30 Thurs-Sun Campout Nooramunga Marine
Park survey. FSG, Julian Grusovln (03] 543 8627

28 Frl. F.O. Warrandyte S.P. slide night by Pat and -

Mike What's In’ ﬂower and ﬂight Margaret
Burke (03} 844 1060 :

Garden Feetival Mrs'Jan Stewart (053) 56 6237 o

29 Sat Excursion to Little Desert loclge Warmam-

booI SGAP Ms Christlrie Sulliva.n (055} 62 9568..

_'_.30 1 ting - Hall Re , Colli; 4
18 Tues 7.30pm. Wildflowers: F.O; Gould League Nat Sun 10am. Planting - eserve, Collingwoo

“Merri Creek Management Commlttee Tony Faith- L
full [03] 484 7687, )

| B 30 Gam. Stony Ck weeding followed by wild-.
19 Wed 7.30pm. Orchids. FoGL Nat. Hist. Program ~ 30 Sun 10am. Stony Ck weeding followed by

ﬂower walk at Professors Hill., Marlr. Gardner [03]
844 3799 e

.. dreds of wi]ling hands.. wanted to help plant. -

/- approx,. 3,200 tubes of native grasses.. This s t.he

i ‘culmination of an enormous re-vegetation project

organised by the Cootamundra Walk Management.

.+ Commlttee. If we are to succeed we desperately :

. need your help Cootamundra Walk, Williams Rd,. _
: i Blackburn, Melways 47 KB Margaret Witherspoon :

(03} 878 5998 .

' 20 287 Bird Week Detalls of activities.wﬂl epr'._'. o

“vided in the September issue of Indigenotes Ifin- .
“formation'is: Tequired before this date, _contact the '
- Bird Observers Club (03) 877 5342 B

. “Friends” activities are published by the. Victonan
National'Parks Associatmn in theur newsletter
Py contact VNPA (03) 654 6‘843 :

- _The Austrahan Trust for Conseroatwn Volunteers

--_coardhate planttngs thmughaut Victoria and inter- -

: = state,  They take place throughout the weelk and on_'
Y iveek-ends; usually a specified number of uolun. S

has been adapted from the Bruntland Report "Our .~~~ * teers is required and most plantings are indige-

nous. For further information contact ATCV (03) -
583 3388 Melboume} or (053)-32 7490 (National :
Headquarters tn Ballarat) .

* Each lecture has a $7.50 charge & includes excur-
sion where offered. -

' The editors will be pleased to receive infomlation

about any relevant events for listing in Indi-
genotesa. :

In’di’genote's_'VOlurne 3 Nurnber 8, 'August 1990
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Snipbets:

Vietorian mdigenous Nurseries

Co-op

VINC has been growmg pro- -
moting and selling flora indige-

nous to the lower Yatra and

basalt plains since 1984. 'Apa_rt*

-+ year to supply management and

- technical advice in addition to -

overseeing the long-term targets set:. -
. in the review. It is also expected

" that the directors will meet all obli-

from an employment grant
which ceased in 1985 the.
nursery has been almost en--
tirely self-fiinded. This has
meant that the nursery has.

suffered the problems that seem.

to affect all community-based
organisations, not the least of

those in being undercapitalised -

and over—cornrnitted

Recent problems in meeting o
demand has led to a review of
management which is being
carried out by the staff and -

directors. The two most press- ..’ e
'AnmsrRATIVE/PRoMO- .

ing of the areas under review
are the over-all management of
the nursery and site capacity.
One current challenge is to -
upgrade the management of the
nursery $0 that it operates’ . -~

efliciently. This will release the
staff of the nursery to better "=
satisfy the growing demand for '

local native plants ‘Another
challenge is to secure a site "
Iarge enough to. perrnit this

VINC is calling for registrations
of interest from those who wish
to take part in this process.

Firstly, the AGM 1s to be held at

7.30 on September 24 at the .-
CERES Education Centre, Lee

St, East Brunswick. The Board

of Directors will be elected at.
this meeting The board will
oversee the targets set as part

of the current review as well as .

supply ongoing management

finance and technical advice. . . By

Secondly it will appoint amn ..

Admin, /Promotions Officer who -
will be taking on the manage- .

ment of the co- operative body

‘ niursery to other organisations,
- including IFFA. There is no remui- -
. neration for these positions except

for expenses incurred in carrying. ..

NOMINATIONS FOR VINC
' DIRECTORS -

There are seven directors on the
board who will meet eight times a

gations to the Reglstrar of Co-
operatives, and represent the:

out duties for the co- operative :

"Fora nomination form and a copy
- of the co-operative's alms, write to’
VINC, 8 Lee St, East Brunswick,

3057 or ring (03} 3874403

TIONS OFFICER

This position requires a person who-~
' _bhas’an aptitude for administrative -

. and promotional duties as well as
““an understanding of ecological
“principles. The A/P Officer will co-
“ordinate matters affecting the whole
“‘nursery incliding the finances and

be in’ charge of promotion and cus-

*tomer liaison. One of the first "
- duties is to_' secure the useé ofan =~
- ‘additional area to boost nursery -

" capacity during the next summer
j and autumn C

The applicant Would have some

show an ability to develop an .

miore information and a job descrip-

tion write to the above address, or ..
- ring Roger Jones A.H {03) 372
1582 Applications cIose Sep 21.

o Zoo Horticulture

IFFA President Geoff Carr spoke
to the Horticultural Division at
the Melbourne Zoo on 8 August

- on the role of horticultiral.

conservation of rare and endan-
gered pIants and habitat crea-
tion for animai exhibits/species
in zoos -

5 Restoratmn
| Ee@iogy

. “John Seebeck, Senior Scientist

at the Arthur Rylah Institute

Cwrites;
. *Recently I came across a text

called ‘Restoration Ecology’ pub_- -
lished through the University of
Wisconsin. I'll be’ ui.sitmg Wisconsin

 later in the year so I wrote to the

editor of the beok (William Jordan)

“and asked {f I could have a brigf
., look at their prairie restoration -
" project. An enthusiastic invitatior:
- resulted, together with a suggestion

that I join their Society

) Enclosed was a ﬂyer for said

Society which’ may be of interest to
sorme members ofIFFA soI'm .
enclosing a copy. I gather that Tym

+ Bdriow is a member and has:

attended a couple of their confer~

’ EﬂCES

The Society produces a twice—yearly

. fournal, and solicits contributions
Sooon appropriate subjects.”

. proven-administrative skills and
N Indjgenotes published ani articie
"_'eﬁicient management structure ina
co-operative environment. Remu-
" neration and employment condi-
tions are subject to negotiation. For

on the Society for Ecological -

‘Restoration and Management -
. called 'Restoration: and Manage-

ment in the USA‘ invol 2 no. 1,
and a report by Tym Barlow on -
the 1989 SERM conference’

) 'Restoration in the USA' in vol.
‘2 no.. 4. These articles are stilI

relevant.. SERM's address is
University. of Wisconsin - Arbo-
retum; 1207 Semninole Highway.

: Madison Wisconsin 53711 -

Ed
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Field guide to
Austrahan
birdsong

The Bird Observers Club of
Australia has just released:

cassette no. 5°of A Field .- :.'

Guide to Australian s

Birdsong. This tape covers o

the parrots, cockatoos
cuckoos and owls. An ac-
companying annotated

catalogue is included in. the :
purchase price of $11 which o

includes. postage ‘Send
cheque with order to the

BOCA, P.O. Box 185, Nuna{-'

wading Vic 3131, The 4

earlier cassettes in the series e

are aIso available at $1 1
each :

tional package Australian -
Birds and Gardens, Which
consists of a-12 minute VHS
video incorporating 260
35mm slides and a 20 page
booklet. The video shows. 45
of the most common birds -
found in Australian: garde'
and the food plants they
prefer.. The booklet. describes
each species in more detatl,
and the notes i'n'cIude'-q'u'esé
Hons: for further discussion
as anaid to speakers oriin
the classroom :

The IFFA/MEG Environ
mental weeds campaign,.
which was to have foeussed
on a seminar for nursery

-

S e "Z_These proposals did not meet with
Also from BOC is an educa- o _-"'the approval of the Councils con-

- ‘cerned, Consequently Bulla, Keilor
“and! Broadrneadows Councils com-" -
_'missioned a review of the MAS, This
~review {cost $100, OOO) has met with-

- Teserved approval by the Councils of

| Saving the Grey
- 'Box at Woodlands
. “Asyou stand on the front ver'andah' -
- of Woodlands Homestead looking-
i west ‘across Tullamarine Airport you :
- will sée‘a lovely forest with a radar -
=i dish rotating dbove the trees.: ’I‘his '
~« forest' is'now: threatened with de-
struction’ due to the projected airport '
Chd exten i ns Bainh

:'Under th Melbourne Airport Strat-
egy (MAS) it is. proposed to lengthen -

the existing N-§ runway and build

.. another parallel N-S runway ‘west of -
. the existing one. ‘Under International'
" Airport Standards this would entail
the destruction of 75% of the Grey -

- Box forest.. Extensions are also FELTE
planned for the EW runway :

Keilor and: Broadmeadows. although
he Council of- Bulla Shire still has’

‘some objections. The main recom- -
mendation as far as we are coricerned:
: s'fthe repositioning of the new N—S
“runway 1311 metres west, This

would have far less im
WOHL d ave far ess ”pact on. th " 7.2 checking out'a wonderful

e mdig property overlooking '.

workers and. others has been _-_:j- L

deferred umntil spring 1991
because there was inade-. RS
quate time for advertising. .
and some essential material
(The list of environmental
_weeds] is not yet avaﬂable

objections will be submitted by the

- Friends of Gellibrand.

- — Friends of Organ Pipes

' Ne'wsietter July 1990.

‘was: priveleged to make an inspec— R
- tion of the proposed area with the
T ~advisory’ committee and it'is every
o '+ bit'as lovely as our own wonderful
Enwmnmentai

- flisting and must be saved. Airport
3:jexpansion is inevitable. Although
... progress cannot be stopped Bis can
" however be controlled. ‘Although "
j'f_'extensions are not scheduled until
‘the year 2000, we must be onour-
‘toes:lest some bureaucrat jumps the -
' '_'gun.-:._._ o wi R

NSW iam: 5

i meetmg a.
‘success

Despite torrential rain and
flecods, and police warnings

- to stay at home, 35 keen: ' -
w0 NSW'people attended the . -
‘meetinig which was held at-

- the National Trust Centre at.
Observatory Hﬂl n: Sydney
+ ol Angust.. Dale Tonldn
son and Tarizin Rollason -
#/from Melbourne attended the .
“»'tneeting and presented infor-
~“mation about how IFFA" ..
- works, and "Dr Paul Adam:
¢ from the  university of NSW
“spoke.. The rneeting'decided'_
“z:not to'set up‘a separate.
- branch of IFFA in NSW, but
to participate in the existing
“structure.” More members -
w0 from outside: Victoria will cer~
B tainly be welcome

The next meeting of the NSW
people will be on 8 October.

. For further information cori-
- tact Judy Raw]ing (02) 499
_2172 G

An iiwitation

All indigephiles interested in__

Vi dyte. and pulling some weeds
'-; 5'_'in whatever time you've got -
- are most welcome at Mrs. _:
“.~Beatrice-Murphy's Lot 21
park ‘It has received interim Heritage . Osborne Rd, North Warran
T dyte on Saturday afternoon’.
. September 8th.' BYO fork etc.
Further info. phone Geoff Carr
~{03) 205784 or. Tym Barlow .
74 (03) 4381197 Melways map
: 23 J9 :

- The'ad\'fisor'y committee hals.al'r:eadyV..-- SRR
i -{subr'nitted' its' objections and further

| 'In'd_igeﬁo_tjes.v_qi_;imes, Number 8, August 1990
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Snippets:

National Threatened
Species Network

The World Wide Fund for Nature Australia
(WWFA] and seven peak conservation organisa- -
tions with the support of the ACF are in the -
process of establishing a 'National Threatened .
Species Network' to promote the conservation of
threatened species and therr habitats

The prograrnme has been supported financially
by the Federal Government's Endangered Species
Advisory Committee (ESAC), A national coordi- -
nator for the network will be working from the ..
WWFA office in Sydney, and State and Territory

Coordinators will be employed by the Conserva-.

tion Council of WA, the Conservation Council of
SA; the Queensland. Conservation Council The
Tasmanian Conservationi Trust, the Total Envi—
ronment Centre in NSW, the Conservation Coun-.
cil of Victoria and the Environment Centre of the
Northem Terntory :

Each coordinator wi]l be guided and directed by
conservation organisations (including ACF, The

Wilderness Society and Greenpeace} and scien—
tific institutions -

The overall aim in establishing a National 'I‘hreat~

" ened Specles Network (NTSN} is to enhance: -

The NTSN wiII operate in a nurnber of ways,
building on past’ experience in education and
camipaign efforts. It will distribute information on
matters affecting the conservation of threatened
spécies, participate in national and local cam-

“paigns to save species and habitats, monitor the
implementation of treaties, legislation and strate- .

gies directed at wildlife conservation and a host
of other essential actiwties . SR

We need your participation in this process If _
you would like to becomne involved in the efforts .
of the threatened species network anywhere in :
Australia, contact Michael Krockenberger at. .

ACF's Melbourne office on ' (03) 4161455 or one eof

the organizations mentioned above,
They will be eager to:-hear from you - the bigger
the network, the more chance of success.

. — Reproduced from an article by Michael Kennedym
' Conservation News May 1880, .

--_HEAL

The Hamilton area in the heart of Victoria S .
Western District is the centre where positive
environmental action is talking place Hamilton's
Environmental Awareness and Learning Proj ect
can arrange tours and accomodation for groups’

~'and individuals to take half, one; two or three day
- tours. Meet with some of the people that make

© the action happen, Visit the Potter Farmland =
*.Demonstration Farms, The Points Arboretum "

Coleraine, Farm Tree Groups and LandCare sites
Hamilton Institute of Rural Learning, The Abo-
riginal Keeping Place, Rural Trees Australia and
Departrnental trials I :

Tours can be arranged for farmers educators
students and urban people who wish to see their
country at work ' R

For further information contact Sue Marriott

HEAL Coordinator "Cliftonn Hill", Branxholme :

3304 Victoria Phone/fax [rnanual) [()55)786223

b Parks

an Advisory Committee consisting of other major: . - i
A newly released book Parks Victortas national
" and state parks by Jane Calder is available &orn
. the Victorian National Parks Association. and-
_various bookshops: . It covers 81 of Victoria's.-
_most notable parks - national, state, wilderness
- coastal, marine and historic. The parks have -
commmunity support for the National Endangered =
Species Programrne and simi]ar state initiatives oy
- and see is given in simple chart forrn for each

been grouped into eight regions. Practical infor-
rnation ‘about available facilities and what to do

region
Designed by Ann Wojczuk the 270 page book

features 44 pages of colour photographs,
sketches and a map of each park

anh Invaders Pester

. :"'_The Gould League (NSW) has produced a poster

of « common environmental weeds based on those
occurring around Sydney. Many of the’ species

" on the poster are also found In Victoria as weeds,

and one is an indigenous plant [Acaena anserint-

3 folia] however there are a few that as yet are not

serious or widespread problems around Mel--
bourne; including Cotton Bush {Comphocar;ous

' fruticosus), Ochna (Ochna atropurpurea) Crofton

Weed {Ageratina adenophora) The notable ex-

“annual grassy weeds, ‘hard-seeded weeds like the

o brooms, and wattles, and bird- distributed ‘weeds

like hawthoms and Pittospomrn Sl a useful
poster. ‘Gould League Vic PO Box 446 Prahran

o Vic 3181,
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Spnngvale releases its
Censewatien Strategy

In February the City of Springvale published
Nature Conservation in the City of Springvale,

~which incorporates A conservationi strategy far
Springvale - section’ 1. Nature coriservation; Con- -
servation Policy: and A revegetation plan for
Springvale,

Nate,ral Histery Netwerk

The Natural History Network has opened the
- shopfront at 140 Queensberry St. There isa
“variety of items for sale including books- new and
- second-hand, hand-painted t-shirts, and crafted-
works all relating to natural history, not to men-
tion plants local to the inner suburbs. Also on "
~ display is a mural depicting the life found at St.
Kilda harbour and many other ifems. Current
specials include the Cooper's St. Grasslands -
Booklet at $5.00, Plants of Central Australia,
$30.00 and McDonald's Birds of Australia
$20 OO Please Spread the word L -

- Basalt speeres eensus

Roger Jones is currently compiling a census of
species found past and present on the basalt

- ment,"

Remnant Vegetatten
Register

In an effort to establish a comprehensifve data-- -
base of the Melbourne Western Region's remnant
vegetation, Tym Barlow is developing a register of
all known remnants in and around the region
(which covers most of the Kellor Plains areas).

The database includes information on vegetation
type, location, owner, municipality, land tenure
and status, and an open 'comments’ section.
,Quadrat data or species lists are most welcome

Indigephiles Who may be able to provide any
information, or who wish to participate in data
collection (NB.it'sa simple process - base level
definition’is okay at this stage) should contact’
Tymi on: (03) 317 9066, or if he is not there, leave
your name and address and ask for a remnant.
‘vegetation register kit to be sent. Members with
access to a Macintosh computer might like to get '
a copy of the database program and do the data
entry themselves '

The proj ect is funded by a grant of $6000 from '
the Dept of Local Govt." Hopet‘ul]y money will also
be coming from the Dept of Planning and Urban -
Growth and Dept of Conservation and Environ-

plains. He would appreciate’ copies of lists from .

anyone who has surveyed sites in this area.

Please send any information to 90 Bayswater Rd .

- Mtssme BACK comes

Kensington, 3031 Phone (03) 372' 1582" i

Stylzdzum (frem page___lz

2- lipped manner; of the. 5 petals; 4. are obvious

and arranged in pairs the fifth’ petal forms a
small lip’ (or labellum);’ The filaments of the 2

stamens are united to the long, bent style, form-

ing a sensitive column that is bent ‘down below. .-

SR the petals and when touched near the hase by an -
" insect or other agent springs up across the:.

flower with a quick trigger action;. af'ter a period
" the column gradua]]y moves back to its former -

positior. 'If an appropriately sized insect tﬂggers e

the united stamens and ster po]len is dep051ted
'on the back of the insect., which' may:go to an-
other flower and transfer the pollen. The trigger .
action takes place unt "the flower is fertilizecl B

S. gramin folium is a perennial with nimerous -
stiff, long; narrow; linear, radical leaves and pink
flowers, and occurs in SA Tasmania Victoria '
NSW and Queensian SR .

From Blomberry.AM 97_ Austra!ian NatweP!ants .

@F INDIGEN OTE S"

RS Indnndual back coples of
Indlgenotes are available from
. Michele Arundell
for a donat:ton. L

Complete sets :
. (vollnoltovol3no 7)
' are avmlable for $50

Make cheques payab]e to the
Indlgenous Flora and Fauna Asscciation,
- and send orders to
'The S'ecret'ary, '

L IFFA; :
Ms Mlchele Arundell
2/81 Alexandra Ave,
South Yarra 3141.

Angus and Rubcrtson

rn‘digemt'es'-vcmméi.'.s;"Nﬁ'@'er 8, August 1990
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August IFFA meeting
Tuesday 28 August, 8pm at the Herbar-
ium hall, Blrdwood Ave, South Yarra -
(Melways Map 2G, 12A). Dr Geoff Marks
will speak on Toxic fungi in Victorian’
pine plantations & the implications for
the future ot‘ pine forestry. : e

September I]FFA Committee meeting
Tuesday 4 September at Michele and Peters 2/
81 Alexandra Ave South Yar.ra ' T

Septem‘ber IFFA meeting
Tuesday 25 September at the Herbarlum Hall
Tony Slater wﬂl speak on the Biology of Orchids

October IFFA meeting -
'I‘uesday 30.October. Geoll Carr will speak on. VlC—
torian orchid ﬂora 1ts ecology and management

jEﬂ"tont @ovet. i

Styhdmm gramimfohum [Grase Trigger-plant}
The genus Styhdtum has approximately 110 ..
species occurring in Australia, the greater num-
ber of which are found in W.A., although some of
the species are represented throughout Australia
They are herbs with narrow, linear, crowded, .
mostly radical or scattered leaves; the ﬂowers =
have a tubular calyx with 5 lobes arranged in a.
{continued on page 11). ; :

Memhetshms

IFFA membersh1p costs s
$4O for groups
or
$20 for 1nd1v1duals
o and fam1l1es

_' MemberShip incl'u'des
- 11 issues of
Ind:genotes per year

Mernbershlps should be sent to |
‘The Secretary, :
Indlgenous Flora and Fauna Assomahon
Ms Michele Arundell,
2/81 Alexandra Ave
South Yarra V1c 3 141

| ggggrgr, Susan Lee
: Egiggrg, Tony Faithfull & Dimi Bouzalas, 10

‘Indigenous flora and fauna -
How ya gonna keep 'em down on .

' the t‘arm° ‘by Greg Stone SR 9
Weed of the month Poa. annua o

' (Annual Meadow—grass) by .
Roger Jones. U o a

Review: The Momington
Peninsula - a field guide to the
flora, fauna’ and walking tracks.

from Shirley Diez R B
_'_:_.'Co'rr__\_ine Events 6
ittt R e e g B

Victorian Indigenous Nurseries Coop. S
Zoo horticulture. Restoration eeology, o
Field guide to Australian birdseng._ o
Environmental weeds campaign, =

: Saving the Grey Box at Woodlands _

' NSW IFFA meeting a success, National

" Threatened Species Network, HEAL,

- Gpringvale releases its consewation

- strategy, Natural Histox-y Network

" Parks, Bush Invaders poster,

Remnant vegetation registex-.--'

Ofﬁge Bearers* LT R

President: Geoff Carr, 69 Spenseley Street
Clifton Hill Victoria 3068. Phone (03) 489 4191
(work) {03) 205784 [home) :

gg-Prgﬁigg g, Graeme Lorimer 42 Gratten
Road, Montrose 3765 Phone (03) 728 5841

(home) .
o mm Michele Arundell 2/ 81 Alexandra

Ave South Yarra Victoria’ 3141
[home) (03) 6509424 (work)

(03) 427 0061 (home}

(03) 267 4173 i

Alsace Street Brunswick East; Victoria 3057
Phone (03) 386 0264 (horne)

Contnbutmns to Ind:genotes ehould be eent to the edztors
— the deadhue for the next meue will he 1 September i

The uiews expressed in Indigeno tes are nat necessanly

those of the Indigenaus Flora and Fauna A.ssoc:atwn

Before repraducmg any materml from l’ndtgenotes please
ask the author and editor for permission, and pledse
inciude an acknowledgement of the form “Reproduced

_ from Indigenotes, the neivsletter of the Indlgenous Flora w
and Fauna Association S S A :
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